Actors Help Trial Lawyers Find Their Range

By Syl Bladehs

rial Lawyers may mod mealize it but
what they do in the ootirtrosm every
day is very similar to whal actors do

o atage
A small band of aciors and theater pro-
fresionals have
discovered this

connechion and
beiaglt & colliage
industry  oon-
sulting: altorneys on how tostrengthen their
Wl |'IE'I.'-'IE|'II.|'|||.;__ maorvement ancd focus, and

more important = how to shed their
lavwyerly personas and fnd thelr own nat-
wral way ol -..1.'r'|:l-|'|.'|'|nz; with the Jury:

Thie exercises thev teach are the same
marthods of comrmuenicatiom wsed in the e
abi'r !|m5|:l._|.'_.|n'r|:|}'n,'|'|i|1;r_ pu_:in1 of vy fior
their narrabive; bl the plot; ushng vocal
miosation, inflection and hand gesfures io
punchaale a story and caphuring he audi
T & erTsohiona

Basf thery ") ciadl 8 actineg,

Lingation

“Amp 1!I-|"\-| the LT |‘|_'\EI_1'.|._|.1,|.\_'-1 E ik
st ! Yes, in some inddances. Bul & il pre-
teralimg T Bin ™ saddd B Steiny, an aliormesy who
incorporates theater drills indo his course on
trial advocacy at the University of Michigan
L Sachuomsl.

"We're not belling somebody o be fike
We're not making Lavwyers flashy or the-
atrical pr star-sbruick. s about ruth and
darnty of presendation,” said David Ball, a
trial conaultand, director and plaorwright in
Purham, M.C., and author of Thealer Tips
Al Sinafepies For Jury Trids

Foathering |ames, anactness and frial cone
sultant in Culver City, Calif., added that

feaching people 1o be theatrical =n't beach
inig poopke howe ta He™

She sakd that what she deaches b= samilar
i the typee of actisg most people ane amil-
iar with these days = highly naturalistic
methesd scting in which the acior gets into
whwe il of Bl chuarac e a5 -wt'ry_ﬁ,[ tio b=
ofv-the-breant declaratory acting, in which
ihet actof jiist prctends bo be someone else.

[ami= and haer huaband, Alan Blumen-
fedd. alas an actoe, cosfounded Act of Com-
rasrcation, O company that feaches lawyers
et ssarmee B hat oncbors, dinociors and play-
wrighis use bo deav in auedienoes

Cilltinm Drakaes, o theates direcior and tn-
Al comanleand by Washington, DLC teaches
Lo boww o “el onat o thetr heads anvd
iy (e hearts pnd bodies,”

Prrakic Began e first acting-fordnawyers
class in the conntey in 1985 in e basemien!
off the Arna Stage tn Washington, DUC, bo
sppplement her inoome while working in
ibw theader 's circk g adfioe

1 starsd thase ol downetaims and
priik @ letthe, boeow 2l i the bocal bar g T ot
=TT O T LW 1}'| W |_5: nCTE AR PO
arid i & lot of acting everceses. 1L ws the
rizghit Hivee and place, and 1§ baecamie a huge
spcviea” sdalid Deakes who continoes ko

w=ach |-|-|,=||.|:.|r l.-..::'l-.-h.l—r'-a for atbomaey=

Lisa Dhears and Len Matteo, another
mareled acting couple, began Courtroom
Ferformance oidside of Denver, Colo, (o
leaehy Tavwsarrs Bt ber communicatiom <kills,

Tt Beging by belng comfortable being
yourself in front of a group of people. MNo-
bl shwnald b frving to lnok like Laery
!-iprun'. ol L=y F|I,'Il|"|'||'\|' What wa're
b o beadh du b atop wiatching voursel|
and start building melationships with the
I“'I-':f wortd e Rl Do, [hecars sl

Dhiagpling Thi Facade

Adter seven voars ab a bl Mew Yok frm
where e had pnt bevome a partner, il
il oo o Dhovel Rl a?thuup,'h b
haad] murtened how to wiride breets anad take

Katherine James and her husband, Alan Blumenfeld, help attorneys get beyond the persona of “lawyer man™ and
address juries in a more natural story-telling fashion.

depositions, he knew virtually nothing
aboul trying 4 case befone a jury,

“1 meeddimd trial skills, aovd there was no
iculfure or mechanism for big-frm litigators
bo impronn, ™ b sasd

Foor the past severad yoars, Dovel has been
o 2 e e bearm o bkl his clienks" st
rics and perseade jugies

“} readd eveny Book; | bk iveny seminar;
I voduriteened at the aty atiomey’s office to
proescute midemeanor,” hie recallexd

T B by sburmbied U= Jarmie=" and Blu-
mendehd s acting workshop and, from thens,
diouvenmd vyt sctors and 'L1w:.1;'|:'= ke in
CUMTLTHOT

“Ceoaad mcting in muod about acting — (s
aboiit bl the truthe And oo al Bseyer-
ing is e same things, ™ Twe said

el hies winee skartid bis oasn fiom
Santa Monkea, Callf, Litfganktings |'|i.|;|1-~.|.1|-v|".
triaks in coanmercial iligalion and intelloc
bl property dispabes, He has repealed the
Act ol Commuimcation couree sevesal Hmes
and vl wabiminge tal skills as a hifelong
chiallenge

It's mied 2 brck you beamoovernigh. Like
any gosl skill warth leaming vou’vie gol
govwvork a1 4L e waich

The pevsidss has transfoimed Dovel’s
syt aod ek pode 1 a il

Whend o B D 3 OO TFCROTT) MW, I-\.!nl-:'l
‘.h.-_l ol T |.'.|':|.' WY I huw it BT b Ty
wavoll thinkdng: that i preunded i wants-
g B corect opsenlv i honasdly with the
ey anad trust the pury o make the right de-
asjon,” e sakd

s new wisbon mdght saonind Tofty, bt ot
demands e theal 1J'I-II|;|;'|"-

"Trunlh has wearts, My clienbs ane ot per-
fect poaplie, but that's OR. 1f we have any
preab s, wetne not going b iy fo hisde i,
P sadd

Dol nons "o weith the truth no makter
whal™ = 3 I"'r'- chiasige I (b Wity e amisd
b handke cases by goming up with a thoory
of B s il sapinminivgs Bhe Gacts 1ol the e
oy, obsurng bad facts along the way

ikl I'..'arh':.'. a '|"|.1-|1:|'||:I-:'-|'|. [, atbormey;
|--;l~rr1|-nn1l & sbmalar ditsoovery allir e
ooritly -1!.h1-!|:|1|.:. it s Dpalar’s -'||..'|‘|."I'g'_'\. Fow
Lawywis ¢lass L '-h.1:|.'l - akalls that gnew
ualy kg & Pwdeyeal Bivall Hodm Prac
g b, Thee rrrally saoft-spuoloens Farbey re=

o] B peocnll oral argument thal somae of
this |Hﬂ‘!.|'li.|:'|:lh!| b ferarmend i cles made him
feel mone confident and less sell-conscious

Even small adjustments - such as find-
tng 4 comfortable pirch, projecting his vesce,
meaking ey COnLa ansd aRsuEmang & e
oy st — s made all the diffierenoe

“1 wnras fosnvimsed mioee on wehat | was say
gz aned whio | weas savingg it to than o my-
sl | was progecting out and belter able to
commenicate,” he said

This feeting huas spilled over vt his oth-
T n:-h:._'q"ﬁh_ip\_ sy s inderactens with
chenis, | AT awd ottt lawyvers inhis firm
Iigas, fn.rn-:un‘li{a'_. Fie s b ll'ikl.'l':l-' tos B Bl
ajudge or partrer s brying b pol Tigm o e
spot when they aik him » question

“1¥s much diffierent than |'I|'II'|!.'I a Lwyer
uh_-:u:-u-l.'r-r!..-l hvimet i fosonmsaced Oy wouand this
Socrsbic methad andd gpeestons ans coming
al yim likee BaplBers, ™ bias =aidl

Farley also senses o healthive approach
b the ppprsing attormey,

] v a A0y Fo Bl anad !I‘Il_' oLy siclye
dlows s well, o me cisingg witual ol eo ansd
thiry' me dang whiat thay do, 10 ks adwver-
sarial because we are cach playing oi
par,” biar e sl

T-.:l.ri.q-_'.' wrishes e bl taken i Clase-
ey ago

“Tt wwouakd have chas
Ehwn prracticne™ firom the

W Iy OO l,'l!‘ i
i_'-':.:l g T i B b

Clasa Beglns

Al r‘h'-uFl 1 W P Hi dire Feidaeri] siciy-
Bollors, moest o whial ik Lakies b waedvie 5 oom
;qullu"q:\I puarralivi - such as ey L, |_'|||.11_
point af view, aonilice and action - can b
taught.

*Somie peophe use these techiviapues in-
:--.1:|r|-:’1|'..'|_"|'!,'I ol ] o s i Gemon
strarbed i v I Eaughil o e, sadd Dhon-
aled Beskaned, whio beaches irial advocady at
Dk Unisersity Lase Schosd

Mt vy b comepned up thi=ir biu
man story-telling instincts with a Jand of ar
ek o an suthoritative sie threatoing hand
Hl_':-\.l s §such as Iu"|||!|.|'||.‘;l A i oo
me didivened in lepalese

W e an atioemey et b ooirt, ey ol -
ko becorne entrappod by formuakity and en-
curnbened by the sery real regud romeenits of
triad amd start bo dissociate Erom Ehermsecboes

We beach them haw (o rebax and find their
o nahiral h‘l.:.'h'— thae way 1|u':,.' warpwe b
foire law school,”™ said Blumendeld

Sommee lnswyrers don’ L evien realkze 8

Ih s e, 1 Kawyner pelisa e o Conded
and sttt ogrerung stateemend im Blumideld
and Jamus" class

“We shonwed ham thwe videotaps and told
himm it didnt even look like him. Bat he
thoezht e booked fne,” |ami= recalled

By the ret ey, he had changod his mind
affer prosrs haomes A0 Practio it pTHng and
IR has :-:.1':.1'-'.'-!-1 0y P kb e fuicem,
crying and grabbing his leg, sorvaming
“What olid o i v it my meal Daddy

Thee following ane just @ hanadful of euers
s heahcr Fn'-ph-.m* ronw Erasmirme Livwyems
tar andget b iErip o i presaribation

& Sloer fallring [ike o laivger

Oy thee first dav ol a wiorkahap in Bich
momd, Vi Dicosand Malteno ashkisd lasevem,
wehal thuey weanehed Bo et out ol Bhee scting
ol Soome sadd they wiandoal B b Bastbersio
rptellers, obhiers wanted o impeeve thels
viodoes o structune thisie opeenkng, stabemenis
better

E:"\-'|| a law Vil soond |||'\l.'|||| s " it
okl I|1.v..l. M huis yuarme T 1hee o
lentows, stillead et e Do
front of a jury

Has !;'r1-'r~!| B wihad plagiees. many inal
L= wihaery b bokd his ol s sbory B oa
frrerid af & dingser party or o a cup of ool
b gl woas olear OONCIsE rl\.l'.'\-:-ll'L'.'r VW By
b= stimad L.PIT.‘I'!'\. L O ) JpLany; sz fuermasdl tnfo
“Lawryer man

Jovrmes ] Hhuarriende | e o ol acfior s
bechnique to help solve this problem

Thie exercise starts with a liwwer giving
T CRERIET O |'|‘-'r|-1|'|:,'l statement, The Lavw-
T s suscdclenly H!ll[1|.h.1:[.llh|1'|'-1-l1||ll!-'-'-':ll-lll
inbo talkeing about i |.H.'I"-u1|-.-'l| e s hoas
wehion thaey filll in o wiilhy Bk spaoisae, The
lavwyer has o keep swiiching back and forth
until all the prvtenss al “lawanlr man ane
e

When e Pj":l' talk aboul somethl ng

ernobiorally s 1En ifscant, such o when |11'I':|
Fired drwed Bl vicibe oo e Brrth oo Hwesr cbuld
therir faow Hghl vgs. Then whaen they sivitch
bkt their opening statemend, they bum

Actors Help Trial Lawyers Find Their Range

| I8 e J'I-I'\.l.'\- s

jrutey this wetrd [rrsaces ayain, Jammir= =indd
At the magic momimnt, the Bawyer is al

st wmablie switch back 1o the q'-pu-ninl.:

statemend becawa they'me “incapable of

turmdng into that weind peraon.” she aadd

& o exgeecasion
e ewiroisas B Shoeery wiaes ary s breal acd
viocacy olass enconrages shudends to stop
-p-:-.:l.m;:_ B 3 ) o
When people get nervous they grab
hold of the lectemn and 2alk ma monobons
Evern tha rLl_.;,."'l. ey iy B s Hhe gt
things, they're mol saving il in the mighi
1] .I:. e st
||| rl'u_' CUETOSE, SN givis -|r||-_|-'r|.‘-«. iy
eral short sentendes, all starting with the
s word
Fasr I.'\.ulll!l"ll.'
Ead. vims'me e
|J_‘| 1" |I| S M 50 T
Ed, have | iodd vos hwvae toach [ hike old
7 e
"Ed, e youa Hsbeneng
Ed. 'eri ref En B epioniad 1|-r'|||,:.|"||
'..-h, | 1 "-ﬂ:hil'.'l.l FhLisl & I.':-.l..'ri_' PR splrkn s |'-1_|.'
wJv vy thee firid wodd i tha sendenoe
The dnill develops the studenis” range of
expressn trough & onesy [lable word
“Each omer has a completely different
saipr] o B Shetm aabd
Anemencise that Dvake uses in her acting-
fosr-lavviers class has a skmalar goal
= Brves atomeys  nonsense senbeno?
such as "I'I..:mi:.- didn't do the LI.11'||¢|_'“'-4:|~._
diffecule desd David didld.”™ and then tells
exch stuedent bosay 18 Brom A differend podnd
of e
O person might be asked to defend
I:l:d.:m?.- Anwther studint |r|:p|!|1 T Rl B ol
rhrale it as !:'_mhl mrws Aot mlﬂhl e
asapgmed i portray Plaved s brothes
“WAith e Vou Ch cheabe imeardng.
st il o volw aned vousr eves, ™ aakd

Gillian Drake started the first acting-for-Fawyers class In the country in
1985, where she teaches lowyers how to “get out of thelr heads and into
their hearts and bodies.”

Rk,

She then repeats the same exerose, ne-
placng Ehir m e wenBener with meal fexd
Froom a lawryer s Gl

- |"|'.l|.q*1r|:; ermafiowal brurh

Thee bt actonrs amdd frial Bawpers connea
with their audiences by nding a common
crnotional truth

“You have o el thiem :'mnln:m.:'ll:.' Iri
el vie sk, s They weant o LT p entice
the facts with yomn ™ sesd Drale

O exercise she Uses is o ask lowyers to
attach a verb to each part of a story. She
soumietimes awsdpns a Shakespearean sonnet
and sbid Lywyrs b it thar 2oy i the con-
et of & present=day scenario

“Inctead of just spoaking with thi: same
imAenbion o cajole, vk andd conwvinge, ¥
becerme awans of the daffereal emotional
FANGE Vol Panse, Thee fesd lipwe m;p‘-_h! e dic
plead o mmomamm, B nesd o dodlae of s,
Hhe rwent 1o Bhiedtery e to b =aid Pl
it PEn. an athorTeey N g lnier ﬂmnp. Wi

wln Pus Laken Livake's colirar,

In another exercise, attormeys muast fiowd
sormarthing in thisir owen bives in which thisy
it arag W ol b SOE S

:l"_||,|-||'|_ l4r e nar |1|,|1-|'_ (o8 UL ' b ] '|'|r|_-|_||1||.'IJ_'|
for & irial ima case where his clients wenen'|
padd pvertime, eached back to his s
whien hie worked a8 a cummer counselor
and the camp dinsctor sefused to pay him
whal he I|'||rl.l'|:_t|‘| b i Fiind

=1 theouaght absouit that tome soben | felt |
wad ol treabedd fadrky aned 1 felt ot and an-
erw, Yoo peredded] i mm your munsd, =0 when
o s shking you can drae on that o
PO LEN T A N i & .!-n.-Fll-r ekl ||1.||'| mEst
wepirda.™ e sauel

1 o] sl [ ] =bofy B i cueime
miereal copiract cose volving a client wiho
buad amy esclusive markebing contract with a
softwean qoampany, ul alter .I:-:n:.; Al Ehe
work bo sEard selli mg, 1 ETCRR ALl TNy P |Beed
[T | 1| (TER PRl b L k)

Pervel, i prew U o an apph orhard
1dd the LTy that Inis ClienE's sbory was like
||: NG &n .|';'\-|r-1|.!'..|r|! Thie I atee 131y
the furst year, and you havie no apple, Tl
v Speemdl Ui Bumiae and imsoneey Bakang, cane
ol Hhwrerr s Hhuak eschy vear thasy et by amd
%h:!;‘.:qe

I'l-u-._nmp.l.rn! thebs bas e hard work his
cliemts part inbo thear marketing plan, defer-
rineg prciits bevause they wene counting on
farture rewards, Bul because of the defen
danits, the POy =0 eV Cm

The story worked, he said, because il
drew from his own pemonal PR rEnCE

“Bf 1 gave that s8ory bo sasmeoine froem MMare
haktan, they conald sct it Bt it ust woonlodn't
sl mevalledd Divveel, addang that the story
hiad mach an impact that be <aw furors open-
I:c ""-'-'Hil‘r'. Ehir heacts in apmoement

LALSA

Daesdiguns oo owsimiciids oy by diere bed o b
vl bl dpaieblidtrgergyyldy doesy



